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The Ontology and Semantics of Parts and Wholes
Friederike Moltmann
Fall 2024
BCL, Université Côte d'Azur

(Preliminary) Program

Time: Wednesdays 16.30h-18.30h, starting October 23
Room 005, Campus St Angely
ZOOM link:
https://univ-cotedazur.zoom.us/j/88648666250?pwd=qOmbQ2iJRccGaUFCL1Aj0yXDbZszYR.1 
 Description:
The course will give an overview of notions of part-whole structure (mereology) that have particularly good applications to natural language, distinguishing extensional mereological theories (Link and related work) and integrity-based approaches (Aristotle, Langacker, Moltmann). It will discuss my own 1997 theory of situated part structure and ist specific motivations, which applies conditions of maximal connectedness to particular situations. It will also discuss the limits of merology for semantic analysis, concerning the notion of a single object and phenomena that have motivated plural reference (reference to several individuals at once) for the semantics of plurals.
The course will discuss existing literature and well as new emptical generalizations and theoretical ideas. It may continue with some invited presentations in December.
Course requirements :
Take home exam and a short essay (3-5p.)

Sessions:
October 23: 
General introduction: part-whole structure in ontology and  in the semantics of natural language; motivations for using mereology in semantics and its challenges
Reading :
Varzi, A.: ‘Mereology’, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, online

October 30: 
Extensional mereology and its limit 
Reading: 
Link, G. (1983): ‘The Logical Analysis of Plurals and Mass Terms: A Lattice-theoretical 
     Approach’. In R. Bäuerle et al. (eds): Meaning, Use and Interpretation of Language. De 
     Gruyter, Berlin, 303–323.
Champollion, L. and M. Krifka (2017): Mereology. In P. Dekker and M. Aloni (eds): 
     Cambridge Handbook of Semantics. Cambridge UP, Cambridge.

November 6: 
Integrity-based approaches to part-whole structure 1: historical views (Aristotle's notion of form, the form-matter debate in philosophy). A new application of the notion of untegrated wole: the semantics of completion-related verns of absence (be missing, lack)

November 16: 
no class

November: 20: 
Integrity-based approaches to part-whole structure 2: 20ieth century views: gestalt theory, the role of notions of boundary in cognitive semantics (Langacker, Jackendoff), the role of maximal connectedness in situated part structures 
Reading :
Langacker, R. (1987): ‘Nouns and Verbs‘. Language 63.1., 53-94.
Moltmann (1998): ‘Part Structures, Integrity, and the Mass-Count Distinction’. Synthese 
     116(1), 75–111.

November 27: 
The theory of situated part structures: its main applications (part structure modifiers whole, individual(ly) together, alone, the event classifier times, frequency adverbials) and its limits
Reading : 
Moltmann (2005): 'Part Structures in Situations: The Semantics of Individual and Whole’. 
      Linguistics and Philosophy 28(5), 599-641

December 4: 
Limits of mereology for semantic analysis: motivations for plural reference, puzzles about unity in the semantics of the mass-count distinction
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