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Juergen Moltmann and his Favorite Thinker Image

Summary

Thinker statues and thinker images form a fascinating, but little explored topic. We are most familiar with Rodin's thinker statue, But thinker statues as well as thinker images in painting can be found in various different cultures and at different times in history, and they have played important roles both in Buddhism and Christianity, though in rather different ways. My father Juergen Moltmann was very much drawn to one particular buddhist thinker statue, the Korean pensive bodhisattva. This talk explains his attraction to that image, against the background of thinker images in Christianity and Buddhism and my father’s theology of hope. The talk will also give a quick overview of the history of thinker images in general and of their role in my family.
